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Rabi 

Data Source: Rai 1985 [NKR-Bant] 

The author is a native speaker ofBantawa (p. 2). The dissertation is based on the Rabi 
dialect of the Panchthar district in the Mechi zone (p. 15). Collected in 1982 and 
rechecked in 1983. 

Inventory: Rai 1985 [NKR-Bant] (pages 19-55) 

SYLLABLE CANON 

(C)V(C) 

CONSONANTS 
Initials 



P 

ph 
b 
bh 



t 

th 
d 
dh 

s 



T 
Th 
D 
Dh 



c k 

ch kh 

J g 

Th gh 



m 
w 



Finals 



N 



-P 
-m 



-k 

-N 



/N/ represents a velar nasal. 

/t th d dh/ are dental stops. 

/T Th D Dh n s 1 r/ are alveolar; /D/ has two allophones: a voiced unaspirated 
retroflex stop (intervocalically) and a voiced unaspirated apicoalveolar stop 
(elsewhere). 

/c ch j jh/ are palatal affricates. 

/h/ is a voiced glottal fricative. 

/r/ is an alveolar trill. 
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VOWELS 

i U,u 

e (A) o 

a 

• /U/ is a high back unrounded vowel. 

• /A/ is a mid central unrounded vowel which never appears in final position. It occurs 
mostly in loanwords, and has probably only recently acquired phonemic status. 

• /i e o U u/ have two allophones each: they are long finally and "relatively short" 
elsewhere (pp. 42-44). 

• The author claims that there are no diphthongs and that vowel sequences always 
occur across a syllable or morpheme boundary and are made up of two pure vowels 
with distinct syllabic peaks (p. 52). 

NOTES 

• Miminal pairs with medial and final obstruents "are very rare" (p. 29). 

• Initial consonant clusters appear only in onomatopoetic words; final clusters do not 
occur. "Lateral and frictionless continuant phonemes are the only possible second 
members in this type of cluster": /pi pw Tw cw phw Thw chw khw bl my Ty ly Dw 
gw bhw Dhw sw hw rw cy ky/ (p. 45). 

• "All consonants except the glottal stop 111 can occur word-initially. All consonants 
occur word medially. All nasals and voiceless unapirated stops except /t/ and /?/ can 
occur finally in native words" (p. 35), but /?/ can appear syllable-finally when 
followed by another consonant. 

• "In borrowed words, only the velar nasal /N/ can occur word- finally but numerals 
which are borrowed from Nepali are exceptions to this rule" (p. 35). 

• "Voiceless unaspirated stop consonants are unreleased in the final position" (p. 35). 

• "The frequency of the dental stops is relatively less in native words but they are found 
in non-native words" (p. 35). 

• "The occurrence of two or more consonants together within a syllable are considered 
as consonant clusters but across the syllable boundary they are treated as sequences of 
consonants. Consonant clusters are very few in Bantawa. There is no initial 
consonant cluster except in onomatopoeic words. No consonant sequence or cluster 
is available finally." Most sequences or clusters contain only two consonants. 
Medial consonant sequences always occur across syllable boundaries (including 
apparent geminates) (pp. 44-46). 
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